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OBITUARIES 

Robert H. Shields Dies; 

Led Sugar Beet Association 

Robert Hazen Shields, 85, former 
president and general counsel of the 
United States Beet Sugar Associ- 
ation, died July 19 at Montgomery 
General Hospital. He had heart ail- 
ments and gastrointestinal bleed- 
ing. 

Mr. Shields, who lived at Leisure 
World in Silver Spring, was born in 
Wymore, Neb. He graduated from 
the University of Nebraska and 
Harvard University's law school. 

He practiced law in New York for 
five years before moving to the 
Washington area in 1934. 

He held several jobs at the De- 
partment of Agriculture, was solic- 
itor for the U.S. Food Administra- 
tion and was director and president 
of the Commodity Credit Corp. and 
director of the Federal Cooperative 
Insurance Corp. before 1947, when 
he was named president and gen- 
eral counsel of the Beet Sugar As- 
sociation. While heading the Beet 
Sugar Association, Mr. Shields also 
served on the boards of directors of 
and as a consultant to the Sugar 
Association Inc., the Sugar Re- 
search Foundation, Sugar Informa- 
tion Inc. and the International Sug- 
ar Research Foundation. He retired 
in 1972. 

From 1950 to 1968, Mr. Shields 
was an adviser to U.S. delegations 
to international sugar conferences. 

He received the B.W. Dyer Memo- 
rial Award as Sugar Man of the 
Year in 1967. 

He was a member of the Univer- 
sity, Metropolitan and Congression- 
al country clubs. 

. His first wife, the former Ruth 
Elizabeth Woods, whom he married 1 
in 1927, died in 1987. A son, Rob- 
ert Hazen Shields II, was killed in 
action while serving in the Army in 
Vietnam in 1969. Survivors include 
his wife, Virginia Saafield Shields of 
Leisure World; two daughters by ' 

Ms first marriage, Jane Louise 
Shields of Gualala, Calif., and Sarah 
Lowe Shields of Dickerson; and a 
granddaughter. 


